The Nomad Arab Camel Breeding Tribes
of the Sudan
almost to a man, their roving life does not encourage the
preservation of arcana, and any documents they did
possess, were destroyed by the Mahdia.
They arrived in Egypt in A.D. 639 from Arabia. Within
seventeen years there is written evidence of a treaty made
with the Nubian people of Dongola. In other words
Egypt with its narrow confines and intensive cultivation
was no country for a pastoral people and they started in
search of pastures new almost at once. It should be
noted that the Arabs brought no cattle with them from
the Hegaz. The latter was too waterless for large cattle
herds which must drink every second day. Cattle breed-
ing was eventually adopted by the Sudan Arabs from the
Blacks.
After the first inrush from Egypt, Arab immigration
into the Sudan continued steadily. Previous to Islam,
there had been a considerable amount of infiltration via
the Red Sea. Traders and adventurers would cross the
narrow waters and penetrate into the wide hinterland,
but they nearly all returned to their beloved Hegaz.
Now, however, with the calculated expansion of Islam,
the Sudan provided a large field for permanent settle-
ment, and the Arabs came not so much as conquerors as
pioneers of peaceful penetration. In any case the advent
of the Mameluk Dynasty in Egypt in A.D. 1175, with its
anti-Arab bias, increased the number of immigrants, and
finally in A.D. 1504 they allied themselves with the Fung
and overthrew the Christian kingdom of Soba which is
just south of Khartoum.
Henceforward, Arab influence in the northern Sudan
became a predominant factor. The Fung themselves
claimed an Arab descent through the Beni Omaya tribe,
but whoever they were, Arab prestige under their reign
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